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In Muster – anyone for a Launch?
Dockyard’s Matey!
Back in January Wendy and I met Richard Holdsworth, the Dockyard’s Education and
Restoration Director, to float the idea of a launch event for the bus during the week leading up
to their 40s Weekend in September (having decided that maybe June was a bit of a
challenge...). We were pleasantly surprised when the conversation went quickly to when and
how, rather than whether this would be possible! Richard drew his colleague Paul Barnard
(Director of Communications and Development and Assistant Chief Executive) into the
meeting and between them they described how the full Dockyard facilities of publicity,
security, storage of the bus between launch and the 40s event, etc. would be available. Also
that we could hold the launch inside the ‘Yard, instead of in the car park outside as we’d
originally imagined. There were also hints at how they and us might work together in future.
Needless to say this is a very welcome show of support, offered in practical terms, and a reward
to all of our supporters for your patience and for maintaining a high level of encouragement.

One Up for the Ombudsman
We mentioned in the AGM papers the fraudulent attack on our finances which occurred
around a year ago. After some unsatisfactory dialogue with the Co-op Bank in the weeks
following we made a complaint to the Financial Ombudsman. This has now resulted in a full
refund of the amount extracted, plus interest from the date of the theft. A very welcome
outcome, possibly a result of the firmer line taken with the banks in recent months by the
Ombudsman. Our finances had been temporarily restored through a loan, which we will now
be able to repay in full.

Funding
We applied in January for further funding from the HLF’s Resilient Heritage Fund. This was
aimed specifically at recruiting an Organisational Development Officer to identify target
audiences, set up communication links and guide the FoCT trustees in the management of
change from a primary task of restoration to one of providing education and recreation. This
application was unsuccessful, but not to be beaten we’ve embarked on Plan B:

Wendy and Paul have set up an Appeal for Funds using a facility offered by CAF Charity bank. This
appeal is aimed at completing final details on GKE 68, and equipping it for its eventual use in
promoting the local and social history of Medway. Full details will be notified separately. Tell all your
family, friends, colleagues, neighbours, anyone...!
Please spread this appeal as widely as possible – we’re almost there!

More on the Bus
Current status (late March):
Background work is in progress to overhaul or recondition chassis items. The fuel tank is now
added to bits ready to refit. Springs, brake shoes and vacuum reservoir are away for attention.
In February we put to South East Coachworks a definition of what we would see as the cut-off
point for their scope of work. Chris Gibbons and I have now met with SEC and agreed the
details. Some paint is imminent! (The Faversham Transport Festival is on 18/19th May........)
The Friends of Chatham Traction was formed in
March 2007 to restore the sole surviving Chatham
Traction bus, GKE 68, as an educational resource –
the Medway Heritage Bus.
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AGM
Held once again at Avenue Tennis in Gillingham a good turnout of 33 members accepted
reports from the Trustees on the events of 2018. The presence of Oliver Monahan, Arriva’s
Area Managing Director, ensured an entertaining talk and a lively discussion. Of special note
was Oliver’s repeat of his aim of "recognising the heritage of bus services in the area".

South East Bus Festival, Detling, Sat. 6th April
We pitched our marquee once more in our now customary place in the
centre of the Clive Emson building. A grey day deterred a few, but the
attendance of buses old and new was as impressive as ever. In addition to
the vehicles and various displays and talks, this event is a chance to meet
people, and it was good to see some of our supporters from afar. Roger
Davies dropped by, and it was nice to see Geoff Abdey in attendance
again. Another lengthy chat with Oliver Monahan added more interest.
Star of the day for me, though, was the superbly restored M&D coach
TKM 322, the result of many years’ efforts by Chris and Rob Gibbons.

Perfect Story
We occasionally receive offers of items of Chatham Traction interest from people who come
across them during turn-outs or tidying (or “de-cluttering” as its now called!). A few weeks
back Nigel Chapman, a Luton boy by birth but long exiled in Warwickshire, got in touch to see
if we were interested in his collection of bus tickets. The collection included some C&D and
M&D items. Nigel mentioned that he’d come by some of them through his grandfather, Arthur
Wickham, who had been chief cashier for Chatham Traction. We gladly accepted Nigel’s offer
of the tickets, and they are now safely with Mike Hodges, who has added them to our Archive
list. Further dialogue with Nigel produced copies of Arthur’s long service certificate,
recognising 40 years’ “Loyal and Valued Service” and dated February 1947. In Chatham terms
this meant he would have started work on the trams.... Perhaps best of all of Nigel’s
contribution was this photograph of staff at Luton depot:
GKR 743 was new in 1942 with a
Utility body, and received the
new Weymann bodywork shown
in the photo in March 1951. This
dates the shot to between then
and September 1955 (when the
M&D scroll would have been
applied over the “Chatham &
District” fleet name). Arthur
Wickham is the man in the
lightest clothing, seated in the
middle. Standing on the right in
the blazer is Lionel Cronk, the
District Superintendent.
Can anyone name any of the
others? Or suggest what the
occasion might have been?

Cashing Up....
Once again, Treasurer Paul asks me to remind those who pay annually that they may wish to
check if their contribution is due. Please pay to our new CAF bank account if possible – Paul
can supply details if necessary: Paul Kemsley, pgke68@btinternet.com, 01954 719694.
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